270      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
gathered    two   hundred   and   eighty-six   bishops without straining  their resources.    The  question of numbers was admitted to be of importance on both sides, and it would be interesting to know the   date   of  the   ordination   of  many   of  these bishops.    It was at least made clear at the conference that the  Catholics  had in  places two or three bishops within the  limits of one Donatist parcecia.      A    further    interesting    circumstance seems to be suggested by  the records.     On the day  the   conference   opened  the  Donatists  were jubilant at finding they were in the majority, only two hundred and sixty-six Catholic bishops having signed   the response,   but  they were greatly distressed to see twenty new bishops appear on the Catholic side when the roll was called.     It looks very much as if the twenty were kept in hiding so   as   to  give   the   Donatists   a   false   security. Augustine also tells that he and a few others were discussing  the  situation   a   few  days   before   the conference, and they doubted if more than one or two of their colleagues would express a willingness  to resign  if the verdict were given to  the Donatists.    To his surprise, all expressed such a willingness when  a meeting was  held   to discuss the point.    Thus the Catholics were able to make